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 M ain  I d ea  ( O b ject ive ) :   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Rom e f ina l ly  fe l l  when  invader s  s wept  th r ough the  em pi re  dur ing  the  400 ’ s  C . E .   
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 L e ctu re  Focus  ( E s sent ia l  Q u est ion) :   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 H ow wou ld  you  fee l  i f  a  f avor i te  p lace  … m ay be a  s tor e ,  par k ,  o r  r ec r eat ion cente r  c los ed  a f te r  
be ing  open  fo r  m any  year s .  We  ar e  g o ing  to  ex p lore  how the  Rom ans had  to  f ace  an  even  

g r eate r  l os s  when  the i r  c i t y  and  em pi re  fe l l .   
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 B o t h  t h e  R o m a n  e m p e r o rs  D i o c l e t i a n  a n d  C o n s t a n t i n e  f a i l e d  t o  s a v e  t h e  R o m a n  E m p i r e … t h ou g h  t h e y  b o t h  
t r i e d  v e r y  h a r d ,  i t  j u s t  w a s  n o t  e n o u g h .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 W h e n  C o n s t a n t i n e  d i e d  i n  3 3 7  C . E .  ,  f i g h t i n g  b r o k e  o u t  a g a i n  a l l  o v e r  R o m e .   
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 A new Em peror  ca l led  T h eodos ius  f ina l ly  g a ined  cont r ol  and  ended  the  c i v i l  f i g h t ing .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Rul ing  the  Em pi re  p r oved  to  be  d i f f icul t  fo r  T h eodos ius  and  he  dec ided  to  d i v ide  the  Em pire  
a f te r  h i s  death .   

ROME FALLS 



 

 In 395 C.E.  the Roman Empire spl i t  
into two separate Empires.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 .  

ROME FALLS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 One was  the  Western  Ro man E mpire ,  w i th  the  cap i tal  c i t y  located in  Ro me.   
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 The  other  ha l f  was  the  E as te rn Ro m an E m pir e ,  w i th  the  cap i ta l  c i t y  l ocated  in  C o nstant inop le .   
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 Questions: 

 

 What were the two names of the new Roman Empires after 

Theodosius split up Rome into two separations? 

 

 

 What were the names of the two Capital cities of these new 

Empires?   

ROME FALLS 



 Questions: 

 

 What were the two names of the new Roman Empires after 
Theodosius split up Rome into two separations? 

 
 The Western Roman Empire and The Eastern Roman Empire  

 

 What were the names of the two Capital cities of these new 
Empires?  

 
 Rome in the West and Constantinople in the East   
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 A s  R o m e  d e c l i n e d ,  i t  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  a b l e  t o  h o l d  b a c k  t h e  G e r m a n i c  T r i b e s  o n  i t s  b o r d e r s .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 M a n y  d i f f e r e n t  G e r m a n i c  g r o u p s  e x i s t e d …O s t ro g o t h s ,  V i s i g o t h s ,  F r a n k s ,  V a n d a l s ,  A n g l e s  a n d  S a x o n s .   
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 Most  o f  these  Germanic  Tr ibes  came f rom the  forests  and  marshes of  Nor thern  Europe.   
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 T h e s e  G e r m a n i c  G r o u p s  w e r e  i n  s e a r c h  o f  w a r m e r  c l i m a t e s  a n d  b e t t e r  g r a z i n g  l a n d  f o r  t h e i r  c a t t l e .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 T h e y  a l s o  w e r e  d r a w n  b y  R o m e ' s  w e a l t h  a n d  c u l t u re .   
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 In  add i t ion,  m any  wer e  f l ee ing  the  H uns ,  a  t r ibe  o f  f i e rce  war r io r s  f r om  Mong ol ia .   
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 I n  t h e  l a t e  3 0 0 ’ s  C . E . ,  t h e  H u n s  e n t e r e d  E a s t e r n  E u r o p e  a n d  d e f e a t e d  t h e  O s t r o g o t h ' s .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 T h e  V i s i g o t h s ,  f e a r i n g  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  n e x t  a s k e d  t h e  R o m a n  E m p i r e  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n .   
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 R o m e  a l l o w e d  t h e  V i s i g o t h s  t o  s e t t l e  j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  e m p i r e ’ s  b o r d e r .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I n  r e t u r n  t h e y  p r o m i s e d  t o  b e  l o y a l  t o  t h e  R o m e  E m p i r e .   
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 B e f o r e  l o n g ,  t r o u b l e  b r o k e  o u t  b e t w e e n  t h e  V i s i g o t h s  a n d  t h e  R o m a n s .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 T h e  E m p i r e  f o r c e d  t h e  V i s i g o t h s  t o  b u y  f o o d  a n d  o t h e r  s u p p l i e s  a t  v e r y  h i g h  p r i c e s …  s o m e  R o m a n s  e v e n  
k i d n a p p e d  a n d  e n s l a v e d  m a n y  V i s i g o t h s .   
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 F i n a l l y ,  t h e  V i s i g o t h s  h a d  e n o u g h  o f  R o m a n ’ s  m i s t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e m  a n d  r e b e l l e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  E m p i r e .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I n  3 7 8  C . E .  t h e  V i s i g o t h s  d e f e a t e d  t h e  R o m a n  L e g i o n s  a t  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  A d r i a n op l e … R o m e  w a s  f o r c e d  t o  
s u r r e n d e r  t h i s  l a n d  t o  t h e  V i s i g o t h s .   
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 The  B at t le  o f  
Adr ianople…was par t  o f  the  

G othic  War ,  which  was  a  
ser ies  o f  Barbar ian 

invas ion of  the  Western 
Roman Empire  .   

 

 The  G othic  Wars  eventua l ly  
lead  to  the  f ina l  fa l l  o f  the  

Roman Empire .   
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 A f t e r  t h e  v i c t o r y  a t  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  A d r i a n o p l e  t h e  G e r m a n i c  T r i b e s  k n e w  t h a t  R o m e  c o u l d  n o t  d e f e n d  i t s e l f .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 M o r e  a n d  m o r e  G e r m a n i c  w a r r i o r s  c r o s s e d  t h e  b o r d e rs  o r  R o m e  i n  s e a r c h  o f  l a n d  a n d  r e a l l y  a  h o m e .    
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 I n  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  4 0 6  C . E . ,  t h e  R h i n e  R i v e r  i n  W e s t e r n  E u r o p e  c o m p l e t e l y  f r o z e .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 G e r m a n i c  t r i b e s   c r o s s e d  t h e  f r o z e n  r i v e r  a n d  e n t e r e d  G a u l ,  w h i c h  i s  t o d a y  F r a n c e … T h e  R o m a n s  w e r e  j u s t  
t w o  w e a k  t o  f o r c e  t h e m  b a c k  a c r o s s  t h e  b o r d e r .   
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 In  410  C . E .  the  V i s igoth leader  A l a r ic  and  h i s  s o ld ie r s  captur ed Rom e i t s e l f .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 They  bur ned  r ecor ds ,  l ooted  the  t r easure  and  m ur dered m any  Rom ans .    
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 R o m e ’ s  c a p t u re  b y  A l a r i c  w a s  a  g r e a t  s h o c k  t o  t h e  R o m a n  p e o p l e .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  R o m e  h a d  b e e n  c o n q u e re d  i n  o v e r  8 0 0  y e a r s .   
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 A n o t h e r  G e r m a n i c  g r o u p  k n o w n  a s  t h e  V a n d a l s  o v e r r a n  S p a i n  a n d  N o r t h e rn  A f r i c a .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 T h e y  e n s l a v e d  R o m a n  l a n d o w n e rs  a n d  d r o v e  o t h e r s  a w a y ,  l o o t i n g  a n d  d e s t r o y i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e i r  p a t h .  
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 T h e n  t h e  V a n d a l s  s a i l e d  t o  I t a l y  f r o m  n o r t h e rn  A f r i c a .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I n  4 5 5  C . E .  t h e y  e n t e re d  R o m e .   
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 They  s pent  twe lve  day s  s t r ipp ing  bu i ld ings  o f  ever y th ing  va luab le  and  bur n ing  the  ent i r e  c i t y  to  
the  g r ound .    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fr om thes e  a t tack s  cam e the  Eng l ish  wor d  “ Va nda l ism ” ,  wh ich  m eans  “ T h e  w i l l f u l  d es t ruct ion  
o f  p r oper t y ” .   
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 Questions:  

 

 Where did the many Germanic Tribes who were giv ing Rome problems come 
from?  

 

 What were the names of these Germanic Tribes?  

 

 Who were the Vis igoths afraid of  when they asked Rome for protection?  

 

 What was the name of the Battle where the Vis igoths beat the Romans?  

 

 What does the term Vandalism mean and what Germanic tr ibe does i t  come 
from?  
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 Wher e  d id  the  m any G er m anic  Tr ibes  who wer e  g i v ing  Rom e pr ob lems com e f r om?  

 
 The for est  and  m arshes of  N or thern Eur ope  

 

 What  wer e  the  nam es of  thes e  G er m anic  Tr ibes?   

 
 Ostrogoths, V is igoths, Franks, Vandals, Angles and Saxons 

 

 Who wer e  the  V i s igoths  a f r a id  o f  when  they  as ked  Rom e for  p r otec t ion?  

 
 The Mongol ian Huns  

 

 What  was  the  nam e of  the  Bat t le  wher e  the  V i s igoths  beat  the  Rom ans .   

 
 The Bat t le of  Adr ianople  

 

 What  does  the  te r m  Vanda l ism m ean and  what  Ger manic t r ibe  does  i t  com e f r om?  

 
 The w i l l ful  des truct ion of  p r operty and  i t  came f r om the  Vandal  T r ibe  
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 B y  t h e  m i d  4 0 0 ’ s  C . E . ,  s e v e r a l  G e r m a n i c  l e a d e r s  h e l d  h i g h  p o s t  i n  R o m e ’ s  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  a r m y .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I n  4 7 6  C . E .  a  G e r m a n i c  G e n e r a l  n a m e d  O d o a c e r  t o o k  c o n t r o l ,  o v e r t h r o wi n g  t h e  W e s t e rn  R o m a n  E m p e ro r ,  a  
1 4  y e a r  o l d  b o y  n a m e s  R o m u l u s  A u g u s t u l u s .   
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 A f t e r  R o m u l u s  A u g u s t u l u s ,  n o  E m p e ro r  e v e r  a g a i n  r u l e d  R o m e .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 H i s t o r i a n s  o f t e n  u s e  t h i s  e v e n t  t o  m a r k  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  R o m a n  R e p u b l i c .   
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 O d o a c e r  c o n t r o l l e d  R o m e  f o r  a l m o s t  1 5  y e a r s .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 T h e n  a  g r o u p  o f  V i s i g o t h s  s e i z e d  t h e  c i t y  a n d  k i l l e d  O d o a c e r .  
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 T h e s e  V i s i g o t h s  s e t  u p  a  k i n g d o m  i n  I t a l y  u n d e r  t h e i r  n e w  l e a d e r ,  T h e od o r i c .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 E l s e w h e r e  i n  E u r o p e ,  o t h e r  G e r m a n i c  K i n g d o m s  a r o s e  a n d  c h a n g e d  t h e  e n t i r e  c o n t i n e n t  o f  E u r o p e .  
( T h e o d o r i c ’ s  M a u s o l e u m )   
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 B y  5 5 0  C . E . ,  t h e  W e s t e rn  R o m a n  E m p i r e  h a d  f a d e d  a w a y .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 M a n y  R o m a n  b e l i e f s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  r e m a i n e d  i n  u s e ,  h o w e v e r … f o r  e x a m p l e  E u r o p e ’ s  n e w  G e r m a n i c  r u l e r s  
a d o p t e d  t h e  L a t i n  L a n g u a g e ,  R o m a n  L a w s  a n d  C h r i s t i a n i t y .   
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 A l t h o u g h  t h e  W e s t e r n  R o m a n  E m p i r e  f e l l  t o  G e r m a n i c  i n v a d e r s ,  t h e  E a s t e r n  R o m a n  E m p i r e  p r o s p e r e d .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I t  e v e n t u a l l y  b e c a m e  k n o w n  a s  t h e  B y z a n t i n e  E m p i re  a n d  l a s t e d  f o r  a l m o s t  a n o t h e r  1 0 0 0  y e a r s .   
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 Questions:  

 

 Who was Odoacer? 

 

 What was the name of the last Roman Emperor?  

 

 What were some of the Roman beliefs that were adopted by the 

Germanic Tribes across Europe? 

 

 What happened to the Eastern Roman Empire?  
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 Q uest ions :   

 

 Who was  Odoacer?  

 
 Germanic General  who took control  of  Rome  

 

 What  was  the  name of  the  las t  Roman Emperor?  

 
 Romulus Agustulus 

 

 What  were  some of  the  Roman be l ie fs  that  were  adopted by  the  Germanic  Tr ibes  ac ross  
Europe? 

 
 Lat in Language, Roman laws and Chr istianity  

 

 What  happened to  the  Eastern  Roman Empire?  

 
 I t  became the Byzantine Empire and  ru led for  another 1000 years.   
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 Persuasive Writing:  

 

 Complete the following persuasive writ ing activity in 2 -3 well 
organized paragraphs.  

 

 Imagine that the United States government has just fal len apart 
and we have reverted back to a “State of Nature”.   

 

 How would you personally be effected by the fall of the 
government and how would North Plainfield be effected?  
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