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Africa’s Geography

* Main Idea (Objective

Africa has a vast and varied landscape.
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Africa’s Geography

 Lecture Focus (Essential Question

1y %\ o .
« How can geography discourage people from exploring a new place? Letfs look af the
geographic features that made it difficult for people to travel across parts of Africa.



Africa’s Geography
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IN 1906 a ’reocher nomed Hans Vlscher explored whc’r he colled the “Deqih Road” a ’rrcde
route connecting Western Africa to the coast of the Mediterranean Seaq.
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Africa’s Geography

 No European or American had ever risked this particular journey before.
n..('.'/‘)?/‘ - / r--\.\-\- | .‘/__\‘l\.“‘-\v“ N y

Empire of Ghana }

Heparadt | o Xiles

AQUDAGHO:!
i

=NEIBEN
—1 TOMBOUCTOU
f== g Mty
L
% :

-'I [.o?uu

AGADEZ ul"' .% | ’ ' /
- !

ZINDER m

Empire of Mali .,
(Xllle / XVe

¥ LT
....
Al

\ T .
 The “"Death Road” crossed more than 1,500 miles of the Sahara Desert, the world’s largest désert.



Africa’s Geography

 To get lost tfraveling through the Sahara meant certain death, however Vischer
survived and change travel throughout Africa forever.




Africa’s Geography

 The word “Sahara” comes from the Arab word Sahra, meaning desert.

=

oAt
-~

In terms of precipitation, only one place in the wo'

’ - d

I

rld receives le

7

o

ss rain...

_

X

he Polar desert of Antarctiea.

s e -
ey
bl



Africa’s Geography

Only Nomades living in the region knew the way, but Vischer hoped to map the region properly.

Nomad - people having no permanent dwelling, and who travel from place to place to find fresh
® pasture for their livestock. ®
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Africa’s Geography

» Like the desert Nomads, Vischer's life depended upon finding Oases.

e

R e e

. Oases a ferhle spo’r in a deser’r where water is found.



Africa’s Geography

* Upon his return to Europe, Vischer amazed people of his tales from the African Sahara.

R He recounTed ’rhe s’rorles of swwlmg sand winds and shiffing sand dunes, which are
phenomenon only found in a desert environment.




Africa’s Geography

Questions:

1) Who was the teacher that explored the tfrade route in Africa known as the
‘death road”?

2) What two areas did this frade route connect?

3) How do you think that this particular area known as the “Death Road” got
this brutal nickname?

4) Why would people in Europe be amazed by Hans Vischer’s stories of Africa’s
landscape®¢



Africa’s Geography

1) Who was the teacher that explored the trade route in Africa known as the “death road”?

o Hans Vischer

2) What two areas did this trade route connect?

o Western Africa to the coast of the Mediterranean Sea

3) How do you think that this particular area known as the “Death Road” goft this brutal
nickname®e

4) Why would people in Europe be amazed by Hans Vischer's stories of Africa’s landscape®¢

o Opinion...
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A Vast and Diverse Continent
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Fouem g . Africais the world's second largest
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continent.

« The United States actually fits into the
African continent three times...with
room fo spare.




A Vast and Diverse Continent

The Equator slices through the middle part of the continent and helps to create a hot, steamy rain
forest that stretches along each side of it.
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Despite the size of these rain forest, they only cover about ten percent of Africa’s total land mass.
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« Most of Africa lies in what is known as
the tropics.

* Here dry, sweeping grass lands grow
for thousands of miles.

* Most of the fropical grasslands, known
as Savannas, have high temperatures [
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‘A Vast and Diverse Continent

These wide-open grasslands are perfect for raisin herds of onmal,
African Nomads survived in this harsh environment.




A Vast and Diverse Continent
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« ‘Actually for most of Africa’s history, the people of the Savanna were hunters and herders.




A Vast and Diverse Continent

« North and South of the Savannas are deserts...the Sahara to the north and the Kalahari to the
sou’rhwes’r
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For many years, ’rhese unmopped seas of sand blocked ’rrovel...people hod ’ro follow the coos’rlme
if they wanted to get past the deserts.



A Vast and Diverse Continent

» Areas of mild climate, good for growing crops, are found along the Mediterranean Sea in
northwest Africa and In the very south of the continent.
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These areas are vosﬂy different from the center of the con’nnen’r
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A Vast and Diverse Continent

Questions:

1) What does the Equator help to create as it slices through Africae
2) What are Savannase
3) What are the names of the two major deserts located in Africae

4) How did fravelers get past these deserts?



A Vast and Diverse Continent

Questions:

1) What does the Equator help to create as it slices through Africae

o It creates hot, steamy rain forests along each side of it.

2) What are Savannas?

o Tropical grasslands that have high temperatures and uneven rain

3) What are the names of the two major deserts located in Africae

o The Savana Desert and the Kalahari Desert

4) How did travelers get past these desertse

o They had to travel along the coastlines to avoid these hazards



The African Plateau

Almost all of Africa except the coastal plains, rests on a Plateau.

-

Plateau — An area of high, flat land.




The African Plateau

* |Inthe east, movements of the Earth’s crust millions of years ago cracked the continent and parts of
the plateau’s surface dropped.
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AFRICA'S
RIFY YALLEY

This event formed the Great Rift Valley, where some of the earliest human fossils have been feund.
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The African Plateau




The African Plateau

« Africa's Great Rift Valley is a 6,000 mile
crack in the earth's crust, stretching from
Lebanon to Mozambiqgue.

« Geologists know that the Rift Valley was
formed by violent subterranean forces
that tore apart the earth's crust.

* These forces caused huge chunks of the
crust to sink between fault lines and force
up molten rock in volcanic eruptions.

 Today there are numerous boiling hot
springs located along the rift valley.




The African Plateau

« Africa has many longrivers.
.1:'_4.




The African Plateau

* |In West Africa, the Niger River is very important.
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The rich soil along the Niger helps to produce generous crops that gave rise to several very powerful civilizations.
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The African Plateau

- The Niger River also served as a way to unite the regions various peoples
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The African Plateau

Questions:

1) Explain what a Plateau is¢

2) What is the Great Rift Valley and how was it formed?

3) How was the Niger River important in the development of early African
civilizationse



The African Plateau

Questions:

1) Explain what a Plateau is¢

o An area of high flat land

2) What is the Great Rift Valley and how was it formed?

o A 6,000 mile long crack in Eastern Africa that was formed subterranean and volcanic forces.

3) How was the Niger River important in the development of early African
civilizations?

o Jt helped unit the region by allowing travelers and merchants to share goods and ideas



The African Plateau

* Lecture Check:
« Answer the following question in a well crafted 2-3 sentence response.

* Think about natural disasters that occur throughout our world...earthquakes,
tsunamis, droughts, mudslides etc. How would New Jersey and North Plainfield
be effected by a geological disaster like the Great Rift Valley, How would life
change?
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The African Plateau

e Time Travel Time:



The African Plateau

» Paleoanthropologists (The Study of ancient Humans) agree that modern humans
evolved in Africa about 200,000 years ago.

ossil evidence for the earliest Homo sapiens is scarce...and it is difficult
to recognize true modern humans in fossil form.
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The African Plateau

e chollenges of |denT|fy|ng early humons there are several candidates for the
own members of our species...here’s a look at some of the top contenders.




The African Plateau

« The are a collection of hominin bones discovered near the Omo River,
In Ethiopia and are almost 195,000 years old.

‘-\- ‘.\ ] ]
hr . Saudi Arabia
'.\ .L. H \."\
AN Atb;rah ed L 0 200 km
Nlle R. 1 : & \l'\l 0 150 mi
\ Eritrea | 1
thartoum A . Sea f
™ Asmaras | o
\ “n ©Sanaa
Sudan (Adwae ] o Yemen e
MeRelee . "\. o —
L7 eGonder :
e (g - . Dj|bo|_|J GU" of
\ ] X ' ¢Dl
N - Dese, l Aden
' Dehre Awash o
Mark'os |
Addis Dire Dawa' . )
| Nek'emtes Ababa® Y Hare® iliga N Somalia
Ny . | ochrel
(820" Gore® jima ) ""‘\btld .
R L Bongae & Migas® . .
e o n Mem,  saora EthiOpIa
] Arb'a.Minch' y Kibre '
A | ] * Mengist
{ ."\.! b Da\'-'a R \'“f'h _r"
b | _J , Wy e i
4° 78 N _~__aDoloBay ‘-\l\Sil';at':ncllc _/'_
Tuf qi;na :‘?Jubba .:: '
Uganda 3&-‘;"{3‘ Kenya / 'I II ndian
1997 MAGELLAN G e ¢ Mo dlshu
| (805) 685-3100 S ' ga Qcean

 The bones were recovered by a scientific team from the Kenya National Iv\useum



The African Plateau

« The Skhul/Qafzeh hominids are hominid fossils discovered in the Qafzeh and Es Skhul Caves
in Israel and are about 100,000 years old.

« Skhul Cave is on the slopes of Mount Carmel; Qafzeh Cave is a rockshelter in Lower Galilee.



The African Plateau

« Cro-Magnon 1 is a fossilized human skull of the sub-species Homo sapiens sapiens...and this
skull was one of the first ancient Homo sapiens fossils ever found.
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* |t was discovered, with other Cro;gnoh specimens, i Lés EYzi,“Fronce by I._ou.is
1868 and is about 30,000 years old.



The African Plateau



