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 The  By zant ines  deve loped  a  r i ch  cu l tu re  bas ed  on  Rom an,  G r eek and  C hr i s t ian  ideas .   

BYZANTINE CIVILIZATION  



 L e c t u r e  F o c u s  ( E s s e n t i a l  Q u e s t i o n ) :   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 D o  y o u  t h i n k  a  m u l t i c u l t u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  a d d s  t o  a  c o u n t r i e s  i n t e r e s t  a n d  s u c c e s s ?   
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 T h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  e v e n  j u s t  N o r t h  P l a i n f i e l d … h o w  m a n y  c u l t u r e s  l i v e  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ?   
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 T h e  B y z a n t i n e  E m p i r e  l a s t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 , 0 0 0  y e a r s .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 F o r  m u c h  o f  t h a t  t i m e ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  t h e  c a p i t o l ,   w a s  t h e  l a r g e s t  a n d  r i c h e s t  c i t y  i n  E u r o p e .   
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 T h e  B y z a n t i n e  p e o p l e  b e c a m e  h i g h l y  e d u c a t e d  a n d  c r e a t i v e .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 T h e y  p r e s e rv e d  a n d  p a s s e d  o n  t h e  G r e e k  c u l t u re  a n d  R o m a n  l a w  t o  n e w  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  s c h o l a r s .   
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 T h e y  g a v e  t h e  w o r l d  n e w  m e t h o d s  i n  t h e  r e a l m  o f  t h e  a r t s  a n d  c r e a t i v i t y .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A s  w e  w i l l  d i s c u s s ,  t h e y  a l s o  e m b r a c e d  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a n d  s p r e a d  t h e  r e l i g i o n  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  E a s t e rn  E u r o p e .    
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 F r o m  t h e  5 0 0 ’ s  C . E .  t o  t h e  1 1 0 0 ’ s  C . E . ,  t h e  B y z a n t i n e  E m p i r e  w a s  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t r a d e  b e t w e e n  E u r o p e  a n d  A s i a .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 T r a d e  g o o d s  f r o m  p r e s e n t  d a y  R u s s i a  i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  l a n d s  i n  t h e  s o u t h ,  L a t i n  E u r o p e  i n  t h e  w e s t  a n d  
P e r s i a  a n d  C h i n a  i n  t h e  e a s t  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  E m p i r e .   
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 F r o m  A s i a ,  s h i p s  a n d  c a r a v a n s  b r o u g h t  l u x u r y  g o o d s  s u c h  a s ,  s p i c e s ,  g e m s ,  m e t a l s  a n d  s i l k  t o  
C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 F o r  t h e s e  i t e m s ,  B y z a n t i n e  m e r c h a n t s  t r a d e d  f a r m  g o o d s  a s  w e l l  a s  f u r s ,  h o n e y  a n d  e n s l a v e d  p e o p l e  
f r o m  N o r t h e rn  E u r o p e .   

THE IMPORTANCE OF TRADE  



 T h i s  e n o r m o u s  b u s i n e s s  i n  t r a d i n g  m a d e  t h e  B y z a n t i n e  E m p i r e  v e r y  r i c h .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 H o w e v e r  m o s t  B y z a n t i n e s  w e r e  n o t  m e r c h a n t s … i n s t e a d  t h e y  w e r e  f a r m e r s ,  h e r d e r s ,  l a b o r e r s  a n d  a r t i s a n s .   
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 O n e  o f  t h e  m a j o r  B y z a n t i n e  i n d u s t r i e s  w a s  w e a v i n g  s i l k ,  w h i c h  d e v e l o p e d  a r o u n d  5 5 0  C . E .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  B y z a n t i n e  t r a v e l e r s  s m u g g l e d  s i l k w o r m  e g g s  o u t  o f  C h i n a  s o  t h e y  c o u l d  c r e a t e  t h e i r  o w n  s i l k .  
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 T h e s e  e g g s  w e r e  b r o u g h t  t o  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  w h e r e  t h e y  h a t c h e d  a n d  f e d  o n  m u l b e r r y  l e a v e s ,  w h i l e  
p r o d u c i n g  b e a u t i f u l  s i l k  t h r e a d s .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 W e a v e r s  t h e n  u s e d  t h e  s i l k  t h r e a d s  t o  m a k e  s i l k  c l o t h  t h a t  b r o u g h t  e v e n  m o r e  w e a l t h  t o  t h e  e m p i r e .   
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 Questions:  

 

 1) How did the Byzantine Empire make most of its wealth?  

 

 2) What countries or areas of the world where they trading with?  

 

 3) What items were The Byzantines trading for?  

 

 4) What were some of the items the Byzantines were trading 
themselves? 

 

 5) How did the Byzantine merchants get Silk Worms?  
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 1)  H ow d id  the  By zant ine  Em pi re  m ake  m os t  o f  i t s  wea l th?  

 
 Trade 

 

 2)  What  count r ies  o r  a r eas  o f  the  wor ld  wher e  they  t r ad ing  w i th?  

 
 Russia,  Mediterranean lands, Lat in Europe, Persia and China  

 

 3)  What  i tem s wer e  The  By zant ines  t r ad ing  fo r ?  

 
 Spice, gems, metals and s i lk  

 

 4)  What  wer e  s om e of  the  i tem s the  By zant ines  wer e  t r ad ing  them s e lves?  

 
 Furs, honey and s laves  

 

 5)  H ow d id  the  Byzant ine  m er chants  g e t  S i lk  Wor m s ?  

 
 Smuggled s i lk  eggs  out  of  Ch ina  
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 Jus t in ian  and  other  By zant ine  Em peror s  s uppor ted  a r t i s t  and  a r ch i tec ts .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 They  or der ed the  bu i ld ing  o f  chur ches ,  fo r t s  and  pub l i c  bu i ld ing s  th r oug hout  the  Em pire .   
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 C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  w a s  k n o w n  f o r  i t s  h u n d r e d s  o f  c h u r c h e s  a n d  i n c r e d i b l e  p a l a c e s .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 O n e  o f  J u s t i n i a n ’ s  g r e a t e s t  a c h i e v e m e n t s  w a s  b u i l d i n g  a  e x t r e m e l y  l a r g e  c h u r c h  c a l l e d  H a g i a  S o p h i a  o r  “ H o l y  W i s d o m ” .   

BYZANTINE ART AND ARCHITECTURE  



 I t  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  i n  5 3 7  C . E .  a n d  b e c a m e  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  B y z a n t i n e  E m p i r e .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 T o d a y  H a g i s  S o p h i a  s t i l l  s t a n d s  a s  a n  i n c r e d i b l e  h u m a n  a c h i e v e m e n t .   
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 I n s i d e  H a g i a  S o p h i a ,  w o r s h i p e r s  c o u l d  s e e  w a l l s  o f  b e a u t i f u l  m a r b l e  a n d  m o s a i c s .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 M o s a i c s  –  a r e  p i c t u r e s  m a d e  f r o m  m a n y  b i t s  o f  c o l o r e d  g l a s s  a n d  s t o n e .   
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 M o s a i c s  w e r e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  t y p e  o f  a r t  i n  t h e  B y z a n t i n e  E m p i r e .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 M a n y  m o s a i c s  s h o w e d  f i g u r e s ,  s t o r i e s  o f  e m p e r o r s  a n d  s a i n t s ,  w h i c h  a r e  C h r i s t i a n  h o l y  p e o p l e .   
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 A g a i n  t h i n k i n g  b a c k  t o  o u r  L e c t u r e  f o c u s  o n  M u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m …  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 H o w  d o  y o u  t h i n k  a l l  o f  t h e s e  c u l t u re s  c o m i n g  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  B y z a n t i n e  E m p i r e ,  w e r e  a b l e  t o  w o r k  
t o g e t h e r  t o  c r e a t e  s u c h  a  w e a l t h  o f  c u l t u re ?    
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 Questions:  

 

 6) What types of buildings were Byzantine Architects building?  

 

 7) What holy building was one of Justinian's greatest 

achievements?  

 

 8) What does the term Mosaic mean? 

 

 9) What types of people did many mosaics show?  
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 Q uest ions :   

 

 6)  What  t ypes of  bu i ld ings were  Byzant ine  Arch i tects  bu i ld ing?  

 

 Churches, for ts and public buildings  

 

 7)  What  ho ly  bu i ld ing  was  one  of  Jus t inian 's  greatest  ach ievements?   

 

 Hagia Sophia 

 

 8)  What  does  the  te rm Mosaic  mean?  

 

 Pictures made from many bits of  colored glass and stone  

 

 9)  What  t ypes of  peop le  d id  many  mosaics  show?  

 

 Emperors and Saints (religious f igures)  
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 I m a g i n e  t a k i n g  b i t s  o f  g l a s s  a n d  t u r n i n g  t h e m  i n t o  b e a u t i f u l  m a s t e r  p i e c e s !  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 B y z a n t i n e  a r t i s t s  d i d  j u s t  t h a t  s t a r t i n g  a r o u n d  3 3 0  C . E .   
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 Rom an m os a ics  wer e  m ade  out  o f  natur al  co lor ed m ar b le  p ieces  and  decor ated v i l l as  and  
bu i ld ing  th r oug hout  Rom e.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 By zant ine m os a ics  wer e  ve r y  d i f fe rent !  
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 T h e y  w e r e  m a d e  o f  r i c h l y  c o l o r e d ,  i r r e g u l a r  p i e c e s  o f  g l a s s  a n d  d e c o r a t e d  t h e  c e i l i n g s ,  d o m e s  a n d  f l o o r s  
o f  B y z a n t i n e  C h u r c h e s .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 M a n y  w e r e  c r e a t e d  t o  h o n o r  r e l i g i o u s  o r  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s .   
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 The  cente r s  o f  D om es  wer e  the  h ig hest  po in ts  o f  the  chur ches  and  wer e  a lway s  r es er ved  fo r  
im ag es  o f  Jes us  C hr is t .   
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FOCUS ON EVERYDAY LIFE 



 Mos a ics  wer e  ex t r em ely  ex pens ive  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Many  t im es  m os a ics  wer e  or der ed and  pa id  fo r  by  em peror s ,  s ta te  o f f i c ia ls  o r  chur ch leader s .    
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 Many mosaics can  be  seen today ins ide churches,  monaster ies and  museums.   
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 Connecting the Past :   

 

 Why do you think the name of the person who paid for the 

Mosaic, rather than the name of the person who made the 

mosaic was inscribed on the art?  

 

 

 What types of art do present day artists make with glass?  
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 His tor y Myster y :  M odern  M osaics  

HISTORY MYSTERY TIME!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 How do you think we use glass or  mosaics today?  
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 The  fami ly  was  the  center  o f  soc ial  l i fe  for  most  Byzant ines.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Rel ig ion  and  the  government  s t ressed the  impor tance of  marr iage and  fami ly  
l i fe . . .d ivorces  were  rare  and  d i f f icul t  to  get .     

BYZANTINE WOMEN  



 Byzant ine  women were  not  encouraged to  lead  independent  l i ves .  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 They  were  expected to  s tay  home and  take  care  of  the i r  fami l ies .   

BYZANTINE WOMEN  



 H owever,  wom en d id  g a in  s om e im por tant  r i g hts ,  thank s  to  E m press  T h eodora .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L ike  Theodor a her s e l f ,  s om e By zant ine wom en becam e we l l  educated  and  wer e  invo l ved  in  
po l i t i cs .   

BYZANTINE WOMEN  



 Sever a l  r oya l  wom en actua l ly  s e r ved  as  Reg ents .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Re g ent  –  i s  a  per s on who s tands  in  fo r  a  r u le r  who i s  too  young  or  too  i l l  to  r u le .   
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 What do you think Byzantine Education was like??  

BYZANTINE EDUCATION 



 

 Learning was highly 
respected in Byzant ine 

culture.   

 

 The government 
suppor ted the t raining 

of  scholars and 
government of f ic ials.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 .   

BYZANTINE EDUCATION 



 I n  B y z a n t i n e  s c h o o l s ,  b o y s  s t u d i e d  r e l i g i o n ,  m e d i c i n e ,  l a w ,  a r i t h m e t i c ,  g r a m m a r  a n d  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 W e a l t h y  B y z a n t i n e s  s o m e  t i m e s  h i r e d  t u t o rs  t o  t e a c h  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .   
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 Gir ls  usua l ly  d id  not  a t tend schools  and  were  taught  a t  home.    
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 Mos t  By zant ines  author s  wr ote  about  r e l i g ion.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 They  s t r essed the  need  to  obey  G od  and  a l l  m anner s  o f  r e l i g ious  idea ls .   
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 T o  s t r e n g t h e n  f a i t h ,  t h e y  w r o t e  a b o u t  t h e  l i v e s  o f  s a i n t s .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 B y z a n t i n e  w r i t e r s  g a v e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  g i f t  t o  t h e  w o r l d ,  t h e y  c o p i e d  a n d  p a s s e d  o n  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  
A n c i e n t  G r e e k s  a n d  R o m a n s .   
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 Without  By zant ine  cop ies ,  o f  im por tant  wor ks  f r om the  anc ient  wor lds  wou ld  have  
d i s appeared  fo r ever.   
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 Questions:   

 

 1) What is  a mosaic and where were many mosaics found in the 
Byzantine Empire? 

 

 2) What did Byzantine Government and Rel igion stress the importance 
of?  

 

 3) What was expected of  Byzantine women?  

 

 4) What Byzantine Empress helped change a woman's rol l  in society?  

 

 5) What was the important gif t  that the Byzantines gave to the world?  
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This Power Point was Created by Matthew 
Iannucci of North Plainfield New Jersey. If you are 

not Matthew Iannucci of North Plainfield New 
Jersey and are using this presentation then you 

have stolen it and should feel shameful and 
sad…however, you have great taste in stolen 

educational material…basically you are a mystery 
wrapped in an enigma, good luck with that.  



 1)  What  i s  a  m os a ic  and  wher e  wer e  m any  m os a ics  found  in  the  By zant ine  Em pi re? 

 
 Art  made of  r ich ly  co lored, i r regular p ieces of  g lass that was found on ce i lings and domes 

 

 2)  What  d id  By zant ine  G over nment  and  Re l ig ion s t r ess  the  im por tance  o f ?   

 
 Marr iage and family  

 

 3)  What  was  ex pected  o f  By zant ine  wom en?  

 
 Remain home and take care of  the ir  famil ies  

 

 4)  What  By zant ine  Em press  he lped  chang e  a  wom an 's  r o l l  i n  s oc iet y?   

 
 Jocasta, woman became educated and got  invo lved with pol i t ics  

 

 5)  What  was  the  im por tant  g i f t  that  the  By zant ines  g ave  to  the  wor ld?   

 
 They copied wr it ings f rom Anc ient Greece and  Roman  
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 Lets here from you!!! 

 

 

 1) What is a mosaic and where were many mosaics found in the 
Byzantine Empire? 

 
 They were made out of glass and stone…and could be found in most Churches 

 

 2) How did silk weaving develop in the Byzantine Empire?   

  
 They traded with China for silk products…then eventually they began to steal silk worms from China 
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 Persuasive Writing:  

 

 Answer the following with a 2 -3 sentence well thought out 

personal response.  

 

 

 Which civilization do you think was more advanced, that of 

the Greeks, the Romans, or the Byzantines.  
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