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Kingdoms of the Rain Forest

Lecture Focus (Essential Question) :
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oes our state make that people in other places want to buy? Africa’s Rain Forest Kingdoms had something
the Savana Kingdoms wanted...it was not gold or salt, but something just as valuable...food.
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Kingdoms of the Rain Forest

« People living in the Rain Forests built their own kingdoms and eventually massive empires.
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Kingdoms of the Rain Forest

« The second, the Kongo, was formed in the Congo River Basin.




Griots King Ewuare




« In describing their ancestor, these
Griots tell tales of King Ewuare’s
accomplishments, one storyteller
stated:

"He fought against and captured 201

towns and villages...He took their
rulers captive and caused the people to
pay him tribute”

- J.V. Egharevba,
A Short History of Benin
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Kingdoms of the Rain Forest
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« Kongo weavers, for example, wove fabrics from tree bark and other plant fibers.

Kin

« These Velvet like fabrics became very sought after by Europeans for hundreds of years.
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Kingdoms of the Rain Forest

Questions:

1) What did the African Rain Forest protect their kingdoms and empires from?
2) What were the names of the two biggest Rain Forest Kingdoms and where did they begin?

3) What does the term surplus mean and how did it apply to the Rain Forest Kingdoms?

4) What advantages did farmers in the rain forest have over farmers in other parts of Africa?




Kingdoms of the Rain Forest

Questions:

1) What did the African Rain Forest protect their kingdoms and empires from?

« Invasions from the Savana Kingdoms

2) What were the names of the two biggest Rain Forest Kingdoms and where did they begin?

- Benin Kingdom along the Niger River Delta and the Kongo along the Congo River Basin

3) What does the term surplus mean and how did it apply to the Rain Forest Kingdoms?

« Extra supply and the rainforest kings were able to support all rulers and artisans comfortably

4) What advantages did farmers in the rain forest have over farmers in other parts of Africa?

« The rain forest offered rich soil and a warm wet climate for growing crops




Benin Art

The Art of the Rainforest



Benin Art

King Ewedo
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Benin Art

ST

W
L

S
=

G




Benin Art

Ivory Trade
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Benin Art




Writing Activity: Enslave

« Writing Activity: Enslavement

» King Alfonso of the Kongo Kingdom
protested the enslavement of his
people.

« Eventually Europeans, specifically the
Portuguese realized that the¥ could
make a fortune on human trafficking
and belgan kidnapping people in the

Kongo Kingdom and forced them into
bondage.

ment




Enslavement

Merchants daily seize our

subjects...they grab and cause them to be sold




Writing Activity: Enslavement

e In a well written and thought out letter | want you to create a similar plea
to King John Il or Portugal, offering reasons why his people should stop
the immoral trade and enslavement of human beings.

e This letter should contain ideas and examples as to why this is wrong.

 There is on page or paragraph requirement, you should write as much as
needed to properly display your point of view.
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