
THE FOUNDATIONS OF 

COMPLEX SOCIETIES  



 (Essential Questions)  

 

Where did Humans come from? 

 

How did we get to this point in Human evolution? 

 

Where are we headed as a species? 

 

What are Complex Societies?  

 

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 Where d id  we  come f rom ?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 You can look at  th is  f rom to  po ints  of  v iew  

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 T h e  f i r s t  i s …  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Rel igion –  You have creation stories based around rel igious events  

 

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 T h e  s e c o n d  i s …  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Science –  Looking at evolution, carbon dating and astrological events.   

 

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 T h ro u g h  t h e  r e l i g io u s  p o in t s  o f  v iew  yo u  w i l l  f i n d  f a n t a s t i c  t a les ,  my t h s  l eg en d s  a n d  wo n d er f u l  even t s  
t h a t  h ave  sh a p ed  t h e  wo r ld … c r ea t io n  s to r ies  

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ever y  ancient  complex  cul ture  has  some type  of  s tor y  that  shapes the i r  foundat ions… today  in  
many cases  we see  them as  noth ing  more  then mythology  

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Nordic  Mythology (V ik ings)  ( Hopperstad  S tave Church)   

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 T h r o u g h  s c i e n c e ,  a g a i n  l i k e  r e l i g i o n  y o u  h a v e  a c c o u n t s  t h a t  r e v o l v e  a r o u n d  c e r t a i n  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  
e v i d e n c e … T h e  B i g  B a n g  i s  a  p e r f e c t  e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s .    

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 Evo lut ion  … another  example  of  a  sc ient i f i c  way  of  interpret ing  l i fe… A gradual  process  in  
which  someth ing changes into  a  d i f ferent  and usual ly  more  complex  form.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A process  of  deve loping.   

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 C a r b o n  D a t i n g  -  T h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  a p p r o x i m a t e  a g e  o f  a n  a n c i e n t  o b j e c t ,  s u c h  a s  a n  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s p e c i m e n ,  b y  m e a s u r i n g  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  c a r b o n  1 4  ( r a d i a t i o n )  i t  c o n t a i n s .   

 

 

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 I t  i s  a l s o  e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  t o  m i s i n t e r p r e t  i n f o r m a t i o n …  v i e w p o i n t s  c h a n g e ,  n e w  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  
d i s c o v e r e d  a n d  n e w  t r u t h s  a r e  r e v e l e d .  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 W h a t  a r e  t h e y  g o i n g  t o  s a y  a b o u t  t h i s  i n  1 0 0 0  y e a r s …  

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 Throughout  the  c lass  we wi l l  explore  both  s ides  of  the  s tor y  when we look at  d i f fe rent  cul tures  
and countr ies…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 But  r ight  now lets  focus  on the  Ear th  which  is  about  4 .5 b i l l ion years  o ld…and has  seen a lot  of  
sh i f ts  and changes in  owners .   

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 T h e  P a l e o l i t h i c  E r a  –  ( S t o n e  A g e )  I s  a  t i m e  i n  h u m a n  b e t w e e n  a b o u t  2 . 5  m i l l i o n  a n d  2 0 , 0 0 0  y e a r s  a g o .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I t  b e g i n s  w i t h  t h e  e a r l i e s t  h u m a n  l i k e  b e h a v i o r s  o f  c r u d e  s t o n e  t o o l  m a n u f a c t u r e ,  a n d  e n d s  w i t h  m o d e r n  
h u m a n  h u n t i n g  a n d  g a t h e r i n g  s o c i e t i e s .  

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 D u r i n g  t h e  P a l e o l i t h i c  E r a ,  h u m a n s  g r o u p e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  s m a l l  s o c i e t i e s  a n d  b e g a n  t o  l e a r n  f r o m  e a c h  
o t h e r  a n d  d e v e l o p  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s k i l l s   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 B a n d  S o c i e t i e s  –  H u m a n i t i e s  s i m p l e s t  f o r m … b a s i c  h u m a n  i n t e r a c t i o n .   

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 T h e n  a b o u t  9 5 0 0  B . C . E .  t h e  N e o l i t h i c  E r a  b e g a n .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 T h i s  w a s  a  p e r i o d  w h e r e  e a r l y  h u m a n s  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  a n d  b e g a n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a  
m o d e r n  s t y l e  o f  f a r m i n g .   

WHERE DID WE COME FROM?  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 F a r m i n g  w i l l  b e  o u r  p r i m a r y  f o c u s  t o d a y …  

WHERE DID WE COME FROM?  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 What  d id  you have for  breakfast  today???  

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 … a n d  w h a t  i s  t h e y  k e y  i n g r e d i e n t  i n  a l l  o f  t h o s e  i t e m s ? ? ? ?  

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Have you even seen the bread is le  at  the grocer y s tore?  

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 So lets  ta lk  about  gra in  and why  i t  is  so  impor tant  to  the  human race .  

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 About  12,000 years  ago,  humans crossed an impor tant  threshold  when they  began to  
exper iment  wi th  agr icu l ture . . . farming  

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 Pr ior  to  the  fundamenta l  advancements  in  agr icu l ture  our  ancestor s  re l ied heav i ly  on 
forag ing…but  there  are  a  few problems with  that .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Foraging  –  The act  of  search ing  for  food or  other  prov is ions…hunt ing  as  wel l    

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 The methods of  forag ing  became to  unpredic tab le  to  sustain  large  populat ions .    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I t  quickly  became c lear  that  cul t ivat ion of  crops  prov ided a larger  and more  re l iable  food source  
then foraging .   

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Groups of  ear ly  humans that  turned to  agr icu l ture  over  forag ing  exper ienced an ext reme 
rapid  populat ion growth   

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Th is  populat ion growth  led to  the  f i r s t  permanent  set t lements …opposed to  the  hunter  
gatherer  methods that  was c lose ly  re lated to  nomadic  t r ibes .  (C i ty  of  Ur )  

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Nomadic Tr ibe –  “Nomads” people who have no  permanent  home but  move about  
according to  the seasons or  game  

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 There  are  s t i l l  large  bands of  modern nomadic  t r ibes  l iv ing  in  var ious  p laces  throughout  
the  wor ld  today.  

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Some of  these  ear ly  set t lements  then grew into  the  f i r s t  c i t ies  and the  wor ld ’s  f i r s t  complex  
soc iet ies .  (C i ty  of  Jer icho,  Palest ine )   

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Complex  Society  –  a  form of  large  scale  organizat ion in  which  product ive  agr icu l tura l  
economies  produced a surp lus  of  food.   

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Th is  surp lus  of  food a l lowed people  to  devote  t ime to  specia l i zed task ,  other  then food 
product ion .  (3500B.C .E . )  

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 During the centur ies f rom 3500 to  500 B.C .E .  (Before  Common Era)  complex soc iet ies 
arose independent ly in  several  reg ions  of  the wor ld …  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Now you may be famil iar  w i th  the o ld way  of  naming dates  l ike ,  “ B.C. ” ,  o r  “Before Chr ist ”  
and “A .D.” ,  o r  “Anno Domini ”…Anno Domini  i s  a  phrase that  comes f rom the Lat in  

Language and means “ In  the Year  of  the Lord” .   

 

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mesopotamia,  Modern Day  I raq  

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Egypt  

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Nor thern Ind ia ,  Indus River  Val ley   

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 C h i n a ,  S h a n g  D y n a s t y  

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Meso- America ,  Olmec  

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Each of  these  areas  s imultaneous ly  deve loped into  indiv idual  and unique 
societ ies…which  is  pret ty  amazing  i f  you th ink about  i t .   

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 J u s t  t o  p u t  t h i s  i n  p e r s p e c t i v e …   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I t  w o u l d  b e  l i k e  s o m e o n e  f r o m  N o r t h e r n  C a n a d a  a n d  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  O u t b a c k  g r e w  u p  a n d  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  
s a m e  i d e a s ,  v a l u e s ,  l a n g u a g e  e t c . … i t s  p r e t t y  m u c h  i m p o s s i b l e  

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Many of  these  societ ies  deve loped d i f fe rent  k inds  of  soc ia l  c lasses  inc luding  ru l ing  
e l i tes ,  commoners  and s laves .   

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 Do we use social classes in the United States???  

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 These soc iet ies a lso  developed unique cul tura l  t rad i t ions inc luding forms of  wr i t ten 
language…some of  which was just  symbols  

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Many ear ly  forms of  organized re l ig ion were c reated dur ing these ear ly  soc iet ies…almost  
al l  o f  which revolved around Nature and some type of  H igher  Spi r i t .   

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The most  impor tant  par t  of  Complex  Societ ies  is  the  connect ion between people    

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 As areas and agr icul ture  grew so  d id  the interact ions  wi th  neighbor ing c i t ies  and 
cultures…trade formed  

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Farmers  t raded seeds and agr icul ture  t ips ,  whi le  ar t isans  shared ideas  on how to  
sculpt ,  c reate  c loth ing  and even music .   

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Our  complex  soc iet ies  today  have  the  same idea as  the  ear ly  human complex  soc iet ies…we 
buy,  t rade  and share  technolog ies  and products .  

WHERE DID WE COME FROM? 


